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UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA
The Russell House University Union 
opened in September 1955. But as 
enrollment at USC continues to rise, 
so does foot traffic and the demand 
for meeting space in the building that 
has served as the university’s center for 
nearly 60 years.
As overall enrollment and freshman 
class sizes have increased over the past 
three years, so has the number of daily 
and semesterly visitors to the Russell 
House. Over the course of the Fall 2013 
semester, 1.3 million visitors went to the 
student union, whether for a late-night 
trip to Marble Slab Creamery or a pre-
class Frappuccino at the bookstore. On 
the average weekday, 14,000 people pass 
through the doors from when they open 
at 7 a.m. and they close at midnight.
That kind of data, collected by traffi c 
counters at every entrance, helps Russell 
House Director Kim McMahon and her 
staff determine what they need to keep 
the day running smoothly. McMahon 
has five full-time operations staffers, 
supplemented with more than 30 part-
time student workers. The leadership 
and service center, Russell House’s 
programming component , has 19 
employees. 
“They fi ll Russell House in with life,” 
McMahon said. “That left hand and 
right hand are working together all the 
time, even though they have teams in 
different areas. Those components are 
vital to student union operation. It’s a 
combination of social, service, interaction 
and facilities.”
The traffi c data also helps McMahon 
and her team advise student organizations 
on when the best time is to hold events 
on Greene Street or the Russell House 
patio. The busiest days are the first 
three of the week, with Chicken Finger 
Wednesdays bringing the most people 
through the doors. 
But with that increased traffi c comes 
with more strain on the nearly 60-year-
old building and its resources, including 
more competition for meeting space and 
an increased need for improvements.
“More people means more wear and 
tear,” McMahon said. “It’s easy for me 
to say yes [to a major renovation project], 
and I would love to lead that, but it is a 
very expensive endeavor.”
And while the Russell House hopes 
to be one of the best student unions in 
the Southeastern Conference and South 




to $4 million 
Car drives into 
Congaree River 
Thursday night
Jeff rey Davis / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
The Gamecocks fi nished the season 
11-3 for the third straight year.
Andy Levine / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
In Fall 2013, the Russell House logged 1.3 million visitors. On an average weekday, 14,000 people pass through the student union.






minds of all 
kinds
4 a.m. The first lights turn on 










employees start to 
arrive.
The last student 
packages of the day 
are picked up. 
Russell House opens 
for the day.
The lunch rush, 
which is usually the 
highest traffic period 
of the day, begins. 
The dinner rush and 
evening activities, such 
as club meetings and 
performances, begin.
Marble Slabs long 




Deal to bring new dorms, offi ces
Courtesy of USC
USC will receive $526,000 in rent from two student housing complexes and an offi ce building, a $119.55 million project.
USC trustees approved a lease 
agreement with Holder Properties 
I nc.  to const r uct  t wo st udent 
apartment complexes and an office 
building, marking a nearly $120 
million investment. 
The university won’t spend any 
money to fund the project, but it will 
get a cut, because Holder Properties 
is using USC’s land. Each year, the 
university will get $526,000 in rent 
from the three buildings,  as well as 
15 percent of the profi ts for at least 
30 years. According to the lease, the 
building will be USC’s property in 
40 years. 
The housing complexes will open 
in the fall of 2015 and fall of 2016, 
Together, the two will add about 900 
beds and around 700 parking spaces. 
USC will spend $664,000 to rent 
a quarter offi ce building, which will 
stand on the corner of Assembly 
Partneship will bring 900 beds,
700 parking spaces to campus
Hannah Jeffrey
NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
A day at the  Russell House
The last time Steve Spurrier had 
his contract extended, he said the 
$3.3 million he was making was 
enough.
But after an 11-2 season, the head 
ball coach is taking a $700,000 
raise, bringing his total salary to $4 
million. 
And he could stand to make even 
more, depending on how well the 
team does next year.
Spurrier’s compensat ion for 
participating in a bowl game was 
doubled; it’s now $100,000. Should 
USC win a national championship, 
Spurrier will receive a $550,000 
bonus, up from $400,000. 
If the next season matches this 
past one, with a New Year’s Day 
bowl and 11 wins, his pay would go 
from $3.75 million to $4.55 million 
in all, according to contracts.
Plus, if this ends up being his last 
contract with USC, Spurrier will be 
given the opportunity to take a new 
role, special adviser to the president 
and the athletics director, for as long 
as he lives in Columbia, and either 
President Harris Pastides or Athletic 
Director Ray Tanner are still in 
their current positions. 
Past ides said he and Tanner 
came up with the position “to let 
[Spurrier] know that we want him 
to retire in South Carolina and not 
switch universities.”
As special adviser, Tanner said 
Spurrier would interact more with 
donors, possibly over a meal or on 
Head coach, assistants 
get raises, extensions 
after 3rd 11-3 season
Hannah Jeffrey
NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
One person was pul led out 
of the Congaree River after an 
SUV drove off of the Blossom 
Street bridge Thursday night. 
The condition of the person is 
unknown, and authorities believed 
another might still be in the water.
Witnesses called police around 
9:45 p.m., and several agencies 
responded, including the Columbia 
Police Department and Columbia-
Richland Fire Department. 
The vehicle left the roadway, 
crashed through the bridge railway 
and fell into the river, Columbia 
police said on Twitter. 
Columbia Fire Chief Aubrey 
Jenkins said late Thursday that one 
person might still be in the vehicle. 
The bridge was closed both ways 
Thursday night. 
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11 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Russell House Ballroom
Join us to learn how you 
can study, intern, research 
or volunteer abroad, and 






Kelsey spent her semester studying 
English and fine arts in Canterbury, 
England. So can you. See it for yourself.
Interest Meetings
Spring 2014
Interested in broadcast media, 
radio production, announcing, 
music reviewing, promotions, 
website management or 
public affairs?
Interested in video production, 
editing, distribution, website 
management and working with 
industry-standard equipment and 
organization?
Interested in newspaper production, reporting, writing, editing, photography, 
layout, design, website management, public relations or advertising?
Thurs. Jan. 16
8 p.m., RH 203
Tues. Jan. 21 
8 p.m., RH 203
Wed. Jan. 22 
8 p.m., RH 203
Wed. Jan. 15
6 p.m., RH 305
Thurs. Jan. 16
6 p.m., RH 305
Mon. Jan. 20 
6 p.m., RH 305
Tues. Jan. 21
6 p.m., RH 305
Wed. Jan. 22 
7 p.m., RH 203
Tues. Jan. 28 




Russell House, room 343
803-777-3888
www.sa.sc.edu/studentmedia
The University of South Carolina is an equal opportunity institution.
Get experience and build up your resume
Coroner names 4 who 
died in murder-suicide
Wall crumbles at football 
fi eld, raising questions
Senate passes bill to OK 
guns in restaurants, bars
The state Senate passed a bill on Thursday that 
would allow concealed weapons in restaurants and 
bars, The State reported. The bill cleared a hurdle 
when the Senate passed the proposal without the 
midnight curfew that Democrats had originally 
demanded. 
The Senate voted to amend the bill and then 
sent a proposal to the House that would allow 
licensed individuals to carry concealed weapons 
in restaurants and bars provided that they don’t 
drink alcohol. Businesses could also avoid the new 
regulations by posting a sign on their property that 
says that they don’t allow concealed weapons. 
The Senate voted 34 to 3 to make minor changes 
to the bill’s language. Most of this week, the fi rst 
week of legislative session, Senate debate has been 
focused on this bill. 
I f  t he House approves t he bi l l  and Gov. 
Nikki Haley signs it into law, 2nd Amendment 
supporters would boast a major victory. Advocates 
who attempted similar measures in the past found 
momentum last year because of national debate 
about expanding or limiting gun rights as a result of 
mass shootings nationwide. 
 — Natalie Pita, Assistant News Editor
The Richland County Coroner’s Offi ce released 
the identities of the four people who were killed in 
a murder-suicide in Irmo, multiple media outlets 
reported. Coroner Gary Watts said that 38-year-old 
Sheddrick Miller shot his family and then turned a 
gun on himself. 
 Kia Von Miller, 28; Kyler Devane Miller, 3; and 
Syrai Raquel Miller, 1, were all killed. It is still 
unknown exactly when the crime took place. 
The Millers were active Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
and Sheddrick Miller owned owner a barber shop. 
Neighbors and customers said the shooting was not 
consistent with his personality. 
“Everybody’s in awe; everybody’s shocked, because 
he catered to a lot of people in the community,” 
Christopher O’Berry, a customer at the barber shop, 
told WIS. “A lot of people around here went in there 
and got their hair cut, came and visited with him. He 
was a genuine character.” 
The crime scene tape at the Forest Walk Court 
home was replaced by a memorial to Kyler and Syrai 
Miller composed of fl owers and two teddy bears. 
The incident is still under investigation.
 —Natalie Pita, Assistant News Editor 
A $40,000 retaining wall at a football fi eld in 
Fairfield County crumbled over the weekend, 
WIS reported. Taxpayers are demanding answers, 
since the county spent $320,000 on the fi eld. 
The county f inished construct ion for the 
project four months ago, yet the fi eld still isn’t 
fi nished. 
“What just ticks me off, I’m a taxpayer in this 
county and I just see y’all wave your arms and just 
— I’m taking a $4,000 check down there today to 
pay taxes and see it wasted like this? That’s what 
just disturbs me,” Clyde Wade, a Fairfi eld County 
citizen, told the TV station. 
A huge section of the cinder block wall also 
took down a fence, which cost more than $40,000 
to build, when it fell. 
Fairfi eld County Administrator Milton Pope 
attributed the construction failure to heavy rain 
and saturation recently. Commercial developer 
Wanda Carnes had previously warned the county 
that the wall was constructed improperly, but she 
said that no one took heed of the warning. 
—Natalie Pita, Assistant News Editor
Clyburn discusses relationship with King
Very few people can say they met 
Martin Luther King Jr. during his 
l ifet ime. Even fewer can say that 
they got to talk with him. And just a 
handful can say they stayed up until 
4 a.m. talking Civil Rights with him.
Rep. James Clyburn is one of those 
lucky few.
On t he day a f ter  what wou ld 
have been King’s 85th birthday, the 
75-year-old congressman delivered 
the keynote address at the university’s 
“Celebration of the Life and Legacy of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.” 
Clyburn described his interactions 
with the civil rights giant and his 
thoughts on furthering equal it y 
through education.
As a student, Clyburn engaged in 
and helped organize multiple civil 
rights marches and demonstrations. 
Throughout his fi ght in the civil rights 
movement, he was thrown in jail three 
times; he met his wife, Emily, when 
she visited him and brought him a 
blanket and a hamburger. 
“I won’t advocate going to jail to 
get a spouse,” he said, “but it worked 
for us.”
Later in his college career, on July 
30, 1967 , Clyburn attended King’s 
speech in Charleston and talked with 
him “man-to-man” over lunch for two 
hours. He met with King multiple 
times throughout his life; each time 
inspired him more to fi ght for equality 
and celebrate America’s diversity, he 
said.
Clyburn cited King’s letter to the 
Birmingham jail as one of the greatest 
pieces of King’s wisdom.
“Time is never right; time is never 
wrong,” he said, quoting the letter. 
“Time is what we make it.” 
Standing up and taking a stance is 
what Clyburn believes citizens should 
do when it comes for f ighting for 
what’s right. He said that if citizens do 
not actively pursue equal rights for all 
people, future generations won’t have 
to relive what their parents endured. 
“The reason we study history is so 
that we know not just what happened 
but why it happened,” he said, “and to 
make sure that it never happens again.” 
Congressman: Citizens 
must fi ght for what’s right
Ginny Ryerson
NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Jeremy Marshall Harkness / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Rep. James Clyburn speaks at USC’s Law Center on Thursday night. He talked about 
his relationship with Martin Luther King Jr. and the need to pursue equal rights for all.
DG




PROSPECTIVE STUDENT  
INFORMATION SESSION
Friday, January 31, 2014  |  11:00 – 1:30 p.m.
ONE, Downtown Greenville
Faculty and Student  
Meet & Greet, Lunch and ONE Tour
The Clemson University Master of Real Estate Development 
Program, located in the new ONE Building in downtown 
Greenville, is one of nine graduate real estate programs  
in the country offering a joint degree between an  
architectural and a business college.
 
 
Visit www.clemson.edu/mred for more information 
and to RSVP by 1/28/14.
and Blossom st reet s. 
T h at  s p a c e  w i l l  b e 
dedicated to the College 
of  E ng i neer i ng  a nd 
Computing, while the 
rest will be rented out 
to outside entities, USC 
President Harris Pastides 
said.
“There has been a 
longstanding need for [the 
College of Engineering 
a nd  C omput i n g ]  t o 
expand space for faculty 
and students,” Pastides 
said. “Faculty hired in the 
last few years have been 
working in constrained 
spaces and rented spaces, 
and now they’ll move 
back to campus.”
Pastides said the search 
for a private developer 
came down to a group 
of  t h ree  compa n ie s ; 
f i na nc i ng  a nd  t r ack 
record of work in the area, 
among other factors, were 
taken into consideration. 
“It’s a groundbreaking 
model for South Carolina 
education,” Pastides said. 
“I think we’re the first, 
but you’l l  see others 
looking at it soon.”
Holder has built the 
Adesso condominiums 
and Aspyre apartments in 
Columbia, both of which 
house USC students.
The project will need 
approval from several 
more agencies before 
work will begin. It will 
need zoning and design 
OK from the city, and the 
deal needs to be approved 
by the state Commission 
on Higher Education and 
the Budget and Control 
Board .
USC’s need for more 
beds and space for faculty 
is no secret. According 
to USC’s housing master 
plan, the university has 
an existing demand for 
830 new beds and more 
academic space than the 
new office building will 
provide. 
“Neither the proposed 
housing nor the office-
a c a d e m i c  f a c i l i t i e s 
accommodate a l l  the 
existing demands,” USC 
said in a statement. “This 
is a start.” 
Courtesy of USC
Two privately funded residence halls will be constructed by the Carolina 
Coliseum. The second of the pair is expected to be fi nished by the fall of 2016.
DEAL • Cont. from 1
the golf course.
“I don’t know too many donors around 
the country that would not be excited 
about coach Spurrier visiting for lunch 
or maybe a round of golf,” Tanner said. 
Spurrier’s assistants also received 
raises and extensions. Among them: 
Defensive coordinator Lorenzo Ward 
will make $750,000, up from $650,000; 
quarterbacks coach G.A. Mangus will 
make $275,000, up from $175,000; and 
co-offensive coordinator Shawn Elliott 
will make $430,000, up from $325,000.
Ward’s contract was extended through 
2017. The eight other assistant coaches’ 
were extended through 2016. 
Spurrier will be 72 when the new 
contract runs out. But according to 
Tanner, that shouldn’t be an issue.
“Age is just a number when you’re 
talking about coach Spurrier,” he said. 
“He’s in great shape. He works out every 
day. I’m glad I don’t have to follow him 
around.” 
Carol ina for  s t udent 
services, it’s also one of 
the oldest. 
A l l  but  t h ree  SEC 
school s  have  rebu i lt 
o r  c o mple t e d  m ajor 
renovations on its student 
unions in the past 10 
years or are in the process 
of  renovat i ng  t hem , 
McMahon said. 
But there are no current 
plans on the table for 
Russell House. 
A planned $125 million 
renovation of the Carolina 
Coliseum could create a 
satellite student union in 
coming years, reflecting 
a campus shift towards 
Assembly Street with the 
construction of the new 
Darla Moore School of 
Business and a $95 million 
student housing project. 
McMahon said she is not 
opposed to that option, 
either.
But while new space is 
desired, Russell House 
and the staff that support 
it are doing just fine for 
now, McMahon said.
“If you think of the 
work it  t akes to take 
care of a 60-year-old 
building, we do very well,” 
McMahon said. 
RAISES • Continued from 1




Check out our fashion blog:
boots & bows
on dailygamecock.com
Sure, Jadeveon Clowney ’s 
destiny of reaching the NFL is 
about to be realized, but no man 
is bigger on campus right now 
than coach Steve Spurrier. 
After saying last year he didn’t 
want a raise and continuing on 
to deliver yet another 11-win 
season, Spurrier is cashing in 
on a one-year extension through 
the 2018 season with a tidy $4 
million-per-year salary, laden 
with performance-dependent 
bonuses.
This contract, approved by 
university trustees on Thursday, 
will land Spurrier  among the 
nation’s 10 best-paid coaches. 
A f ter a l l ,  what Gamecock 
doesn’t like looking at Spurrier’s  
nu mbers?  For  s t a r ter s ,  t he 
Gamecock’s fi nished No. 4 in the 
postseason poll after Spurrier  led 
the Gamecocks to a consecutive 
11-2 record and a victory in the 
Capital One Bowl. As we all well 
know by now, that No. 4 ranking 
is the program’s highest ever. To 
ice it off, his 77-39 record since 
coming to Columbia makes him 
our winningest coach ever. 
To be clear, Spurrier  didn’t do 
it alone. Accordingly, Spurrier’s  
nine assistants got to cash in too, 
receiving a combined $600,000 in 
raises. They were also given new, 
two-year contract agreements, 
except for Lorenzo Ward, whose 
success warrants his three-year 
deal. 
Like any high-profi le contract, 
it’s a given that many people will 
disagree with the decision. From 
a strictly business standpoint, 
why give a raise to a man who 
is unlikely to migrate for more 
money, considering his looming 
retirement? You might as well 
save some money where you can, 
and allocate it elsewhere.
Still, with everyone rolling 
around in the extra dough after 
many seasons of success, which 
stand in stark contrast to South 
Carolina’s dismal years prior to 
Spurrier’s  tenure, it’s easy to get 
carried away.
University President Harris 
Past ides ,  who a l so recent ly 
earned a raise, makes just over 
$680,000 annually — less than 
Spurrier’s raise alone.
Athletics exists in a competitive 
marketplace, and South Carolina 
is fighting against the nation’s 
best  teams for  w ins  — and 
for personnel. Plus, Spurrier’s 
success warrants the recognition, 
and there’s nothing wrong with 
rewarding the football team’s 
success.
But it ’s important , too, to 
t h ink out side t he bubble of 
college sports and consider the 
raise in the context of the rest of 
the university. Having another 
$700,000 isn’t everything, but 
at a school with a laundry list of 
needs, it sure doesn’t hurt.
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Spurrier’s performance justifi es top-10 salary
If you fi nd an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, 
let us know about it. Email editor@dailygamecock.com 
and we will print the correction in our next issue.
T h e  g o a l  o f  T h e  D a i l y 
G a me c o c k ’s  V ie w p o i nt s  p a g e 
is to st imulate discussion in the 
Un iver s i t y  o f  S out h  Ca rol i n a 
community. All published authors 
are expected to prov ide log ica l 
arguments to back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages 
readers to voice opinions and offers 
three methods of expression: letters 
to the editor, guest columns and 
feedback on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should 
be submitted via email to editor@
dailygamecock.com. Letters must 
be 200 to 300 words in length and 
include the author’s name, year in 
school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders 
and USC faculty members to submit 
guest columns. Columnists should 
keep submissions to about 500 words 
in length and include the author’s 
name and position. 
The editor reserves the right to 
edit and condense submissions for 
length and clarity, or not publish 
at all. 
A l l  subm is s ions become t he 
property of The Daily Gamecock 
and must conform to t he lega l 
standards of USC Student Media.
Educational lottery enables 




Sports Editor Studies indicate backwards 
nature of ticket proceeds 
ISSUE 
Spurrier’s success just helped 
him cash in a big raise. 
OUR STANCE 
He deserves it after bringing 





wrong with rewarding 
the football team’s 
success.”
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T R E V O R  B E G L E Y ,  M I C H E L E 
DRESSLER, AMBER GRANT, CHAD 
HUGHES, KELLY MCALINDIN, IAN 
PEACOCK, FRANK PISCO, JAKE ROSE
A recent let ter  to t he ed itor, 
published Wednesday, illustrates the 
need for more ways to integrate non-
traditional students into USC campus 
life.
A non-traditional student describes 
any individual who chooses to start 
college after the “traditional” age 
of 18-20 years old. Many of these 
individuals change their entire lives 
around to attend school. This group 
may include older students, individuals 
who served in the armed forces and 
those who choose to return to school 
after previous educational pursuits.
In addition to incorporating these 
members of the Carolina community 
into social activities, more attention 
should be paid to academic issues that 
specifi cally affect this group. 
One prominent group of non-
traditional students includes those 
who return to seek a degree years or 
even decades after completing earlier 
education. Many students are forced to 
retake courses they have already taken 
and passed in order to fulfill degree 
requirements. The university should 
offer some way to bypass 
t h is .  The un iversit y 
does of fer some f ree 
courses to those over 
60 years of age seeking 
f u r t h e r  e d u c a t i o n , 
but the same does not 
apply to those who have 
previously completed a 
degree or taken courses. 
They often must take 
prerequisites over again. 
It makes no sense for 
a nurse work ing in a 
psychiatric unit to be required to take 
abnormal psychology upon returning 
to school. 
Addit ional ly, there is a st rong 
argument to be made for exempting 
coursework for life experience. If 
one has worked in a certain fi eld for 
a number of years, credit should be 
given for such experiences to reduce 
the number of courses one must take 
to graduate.
Another issue facing many students 
is the lack of accommodation to their 
needs. Many of these students do not 
stay on campus, and most work at 
least part-time. If a professor assigns 
a group project, it is quite an obstacle 
for them to meet with the group. This 
is especially true if they have young 
children or work evenings.
Fu r t he r mor e ,  i t  s e e m s  t h a t 
t he major it y of  col lege courses 
today involve at least some degree 
of computer usage. While recent 
generations of high school graduates 
may have had training in computer 
programs including Powerpoint, 
Excel or Word, earlier generations 
did not have this luxury. This issue 
of  tech nolog y t ra in ing may be 
overlooked in the classroom but could 
be easily mended through a readily 
available introductory course for such 
programs.
Colleges across the country continue 
to push for diversity, and insist they 
desire a menagerie of individuals to be 
a part of their communities. If this is 
the case, there should be an incentive 
to bring in students making their way 
back to school to f inish or pursue 
additional degrees.
Non-tradit ional students bring 
t remendous l i fe exper ience and 
wisdom to our campus. It is no small 
feat to change one’s life around to 
attend school. The challenges they 
face should be recognized, and their 
decision to attend USC should be 
exalted. 
It seems that state lotteries have been making 
headlines recently as the Mega Millions and 
Powerball jackpots continue to rise. However, as 
these state lotteries are at the forefront of the news 
cycle, a sad secret lurks in the darkness. 
Rarely discussed among South Carol ina 
politicians and almost never brought up in casual 
conversation is the fact that the lotteries run by 
South Carolina and other states are not combating 
inequality, like many of their educational mssion 
might suggest, but rather exacerbat ing the 
problems of the poor across America.
In theory, the lottery in South Carolina is 
designed to help students afford college by 
providing them with money for doing well in high 
school. This money was especially supposed to 
help the poor in South Carolina, who would have 
had no other way of attending college without a 
scholarship funded by the lottery revenue.
However, in reality, the underprivileged are 
the ones who are hurt the most by 
state lotteries. Take for instance 
North Carolina, which in 2009 and 
2010 found that 18 out of the 20 
most impoverished counties in the 
state were above the average when 
it came to how much money they 
spent on lottery tickets. This same 
clash in logic can be found in South 
Carolina.
People who make under $40,000 
make up 28 percent of our state’s 
population, but when it comes to the 
lottery, this group of people make up 
54 percent of this state’s frequent lottery players. 
The underprivileged are more likely to buy lottery 
tickets, and the money that they spend on lottery 
tickets has more of an impact on their fi nancial 
security because they have a smaller margin of 
error when it comes to their fi nances.
So the very same lottery that would seem to 
advocate conquering poverty though education is 
actually only enabling it by spurring poor fi scal 
decisions.
As the poor buy disproportionately more lottery 
tickets in South Carolina and across the U.S., 
they are essentially subsidizing the education of 
middle- and upper-class students whose families 
could have probably afforded to send their kids off 
to college without the state lottery money.
So instead of sending more underprivileged 
students to college, the lottery has created a snare 
that prevents these students from ever getting out 
of poverty, and just helps to continue the vicious 
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January is an unusual month for 
movies: Though it’s notorious for 
being the studio dumping grounds 
for Hollywood’s greatest duds, it’s 
also the last opportunity for some 
Oscar hopefuls to go into commercial 
theater release in order to be eligible 
at the awards.
This means that in between your 
offensively bad animated films and 
generic wooden action-fests, you get 
some hidden, sophisticated gems.
Here are five thought-provoking 
fi lms to seek out when they expand 
into wider release this month:
‘The Unknown Known’ 
Watch ing a  documentar y of 
former Secretary of Defense Donald 
Rumsfeld sitting and talking into a 
camera might not sound riveting, but 
then again, Errol Morris directed 
it. Morris won Best Documentary 
for his 2003 fi lm “The Fog of War,” 
which focused on former Secretary 
of Defense Robert McNamara. 
Morris has been making devilishly 
provocat ive documentar ies for 
thirty-fi ve years. What he gets out 
of the perplexing Rumsfeld should 
make for a fascinating fi lm, but it did 
not get an Oscar nomination for Best 
Documentary. 
‘The Past’ 
Asghar Farhadi follows up his 
Oscar-winning Iranian f ilm, “A 
Separation,” with a French drama 
about an Iranian man (Ali Mosaffa) 
who left his French wife (Bérénice 
Bejo, “The Artist”) and two children 
for four years and returns to fi nalize 





Courtesy of Sony Classics
Tahar Rahim plays Samir, a man dealing with balancing his relationship with 
Marie Brisson (Bérénice Bejo) and with his coma-ridden wife, in “The Past.”
January releases diamonds in the rough
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Mindreader Eric Dittelman successfully predicts what colors Darian Baker, a fi rst-year pre-med student, will draw with uncanny accuracy.
mind reader 
is a challenge.
Reading minds isn’t easy. Just ask Eric 
Dittelman.
“It’s a very interactive show, so you 
never know what people are going to be 
thinking at any time,” laughed Dittelman, 
an “America’s Got Talent” semifinalist 
and touring mind reader. “It keeps me 
on my toes, because some of the random 
stuff that people come up with ... it just 
adds that individuality to the show, and it 
makes it unique for this specifi c audience 
every time.”
Despite the challenge inherent in every 
mind-reading show, Dittelman was a 
jovial presence on stage Thursday night 
at his Carolina Productions performance, 
making friendly quips even as he shocked 
the audience into the murmurs familiar 
to any magician: “How did he do that?”
“What I do is not psychic; it’s not 
supernatural ... I don’t talk to the dead,” 
Dit telman expla ined at  t he show’s 
opening. “It’s a combination of people-
reading and inf luence and science and 
magic all put together.”
Even that doesn’t come any where 
close to explaining how he uncannily 
divines what randomly selected audience 
members are thinking. In one trick, he 
had a woman write down a Christmas 
gift she had received, and after a few 
vague probing questions like, “Are you an 
artistic person?” Dittelman nailed it. (It 
was an airbrush machine.)
It seems like an impossible guess, but 
that’s where the real magic comes in 
— psychology, and understanding how 
people work.
“I started with magic first, and then 
when I was in col lege,  I  was more 
fascinated by why magic works on people, 
and the psychology aspect of it ,” he 
explained. “So I actually started reading 
a lot of pop psychology stuff and merging 
the two together, and then I went to 
Vegas and actually studied with some of 
the top mind readers of the time. It just 
went from there.”
What really catapulted Dittelman into 
fame was his “America’s Got Talent” stint, 
where audience goodwill and challenging 
mental tricks took him all the way to the 
semifi nals.
“Life-changing experience,” he said 
cheerily of his time on the show. “No 
one really knew who I was before that, 
but getting to the semifi nals of that show 
really allowed me to continue doing what 
I love to do for a living and travel all over 
the world.”
Dit te l ma n get s  a  cha rge  out  of 
performing his act anywhere, but he 
especially enjoys the receptiveness of 
college audiences.
“I love doing the college shows; I’ve got 
to be honest,” he admitted. “I just relate 
to the audiences way better. My show 
is kind of designed specifically for the 
college audience, and I’m not so far out 
of college myself, so I feel like I can still 
relate, and it’s just fun.”
His joy is infect ious, mak ing the 
audience laugh along with him at his 
sillier jokes and marvel at his seemingly 
impossible feats of divination.
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their divorce. She is dating an Arab man (Tahar 
Rahim) who has a son and a mother in a coma. 
His previous film, “A Separation,” was one of 
the very best reviewed films of 2011 and won 
the Oscar for Best Foreign Film. His new drama 
premiered at Cannes last year to strong reviews. 
The film received a nomination at the Golden 
Globes for Best Foreign Language Film. 
‘The Invisible Woman” ’
Ralph Fiennes directs his second fi lm (his fi rst 
being “Coriolanus” in 2011) and stars as Charles 
Dickens in this adaptation of Claire Tomalin’s 
1990 novel of the same name The fi lm is about the 
married author’s secret love affair with the much 
younger Nelly Ternan (Felicity Jones), which, 
in the manner of Victorian England, becomes 
defi ned by endless arrangements, many of which 
deal with his prickly wife Catherine ( Joanna 
Scanlan). The film premiered at the Telluride 
Film Festival earlier this year and has received an 
Oscar nomination for Best Costume Design. 
‘Labor Day” ’
The newest f ilm by Jason Reitman , who 
directed “Juno” and “Up in the Air,” is his fi rst 
outright drama. Based on the novel by Joyce 
Maynard, the fi lm stars Kate Winslet as a single 
mom who shelters a wounded, escaped convict 
played by Josh Brolin. The fi lm premiered at the 
Telluride Film Festival earlier this year to mixed 
reviews. 
FILM • Continued from 5
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“You’ve got to try that thing 
you  a lway s  wa nted  to  do, 
because if you’re doing what you 
loves it never feels like work,” he 
said. “I always encourage people 
to just take the risk, just try it 
and see what happens.”
Take it f rom him – he’s a 
mind reader. 
MIND • Continued from 5
DG
Beer is a simple pleasure with surprising depth — 
just ask any beer afi cionado at the annual World 
Beer Festival, which opens on Saturday at the 
Columbian Metropolitan Convention Center. 
The festival has been running for over a decade, 
picking up accolades from Forbes.com and USA 
Today along the way and making itself a mainstay 
in the beer enthusiast circuit. 
It’ll require putting aside the Bud Light for a day, 
but consider the assortment of varieties available: 
witbiers, IPAs, pale ales, ciders, stouts, pilsners 
and many more. In addition to the variety on 
display, many new features are coming to this 
year’s World Beer Festival, including a section 
specifi cally for South Carolina beer, an on-site 
and active brewery, beer pairing demonstrations 
and a silent disco. 
It’s glamorous stuff, but don’t be fooled; the World 
Beer Festival still belongs to the hardworking 
craft labels that strive for good, satisfying beer. 
The craft beer industry is on the rise in South 
Carolina as a result of a number of restrictions 
being lifted on breweries in the state in the past 
few years. 
With the hundreds of beers from hundreds of 
breweries open for sampling at the Festival, 
enthusiasts and amateurs al ike should f ind 
something to their liking. 
Festival offers diverse beers
Brian Almond / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Local and national craft breweries alike will be featured at the World Beer Festival, with a special South 
Carolin brew section refl ecting the state’s recent development in the craft brewery scene.
Craft breweries receive time to 
shine at World Beer Festival







The Office of Undergraduate 
Admissions is looking for 
enthusiastic, dedicated 
undergraduate students to 
assist with recruitment this 
year by calling prospective 
students, admitted students 
and their parents. Applicants 
should possess strong 
communication skills, 
enthusiasm for USC, good 
work ethic, professionalism, 
and basic computer and 
telephone skills.  Students are 
required to work a minimum of 
two nights per week during the 
hours of 5:00pm to 9:00pm 
Monday through Thursday 
throughout the school year, 
except on University holidays.  
Telecounseling pays $7.50/
hr, and training begins on 
Monday February 3rd. 
Applications are available in 
the Office of Undergraduate 
Admissions located on the 
Horseshoe in Lieber College. 
Application deadline: January 
24th at 5:00pm. For more 
information, please call 
Alexandra Scovel at 803-777-
9106.
TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK 
$189 for 5 Days. All prices 
include: Round-trip luxury 
party cruise. Accommodations 
on the island at your choice 











16 Mme., across the
Pyrenees
17 Evian, in Evian














31 She played Julia
in “Julie & Julia”
33 Bohemian dance
34 Novelist Ferber





43 Place for a large
umbrella
44 Mooches
47 She turned pro
before her 16th
birthday
49 Sch. with a Mesa
campus
50 Sweet treat with
an exclamation
point in its name























6 Takes the wheel
7 Prolix










18 Card or Met











33 Early a.m. wear









44 Absorbs, in a way
45 More than words
46 Buckeye




























Talk about work issues 
before personal ones. A 
friend can get through 
where you can’t. Test new 
recipes in private. Do 
without something you 
really don’t need. Laugh 
with kids.
Taurus
A talented friend helps 
y o u  m a k e  a  g r e a t 
connection. Share great 
ideas. Graciously accept 
the g if t s you’ve been 
given. Provide leadership, 
and par t ic ipate  w it h 
gusto. Encourage the 
team without provoking 
jealousies. Bring it on 
home.
Gemini
A social event provides 
surprises. An important 
message f inally comes 
t h r o u g h .  L i s t e n 
w i t ho u t  a r g u i n g  o r 
interrupting. Take what 
you get. Think through 
what you t ru ly need. 
Int u it ion i l luminates 
career matters. Provide 
information. 
Cancer
Y o u  g e t  a  b r i g h t 
financial idea resulting 
in unexpected bounty. 
Surprise them with your 
smooth moves. Give away 
something you don’t need. 
Look to the future and 
free your imagination. 
Leo
Tally your winnings, 
and watch spend ing. 
Accept whatever fringe 
benef it s  a re  of fered. 
Wa i t  o n  i m p o r t a n t 
negotiations. An unusual 
development changes 
t he  g a me .  C on s ider 
all options. Make a call 
you’ve delayed. Talk about 
enthusiasms. Relax and 
enjoy.
Virgo
A puzzle piece comes in 
from far away. Consider 
s o me o ne ’s  f a nt a s t i c 
scheme. At work, talk is 
cheap; check it against 
your logic. Ask for the 
budget . It ’s  easier to 
explain new material. 
Upgrade equipment as 
needed.
Libra 
A loved one helps you 
solve a problem. Change is 
good; it makes life easier. 
Find another way to work 
smarter. Creativity pays 
well now. Go back to the 
drawing board. Get the 
right tools for the job.
Scorpio
Go along with a partner’s 
crazy suggest ion; it ’s 
a  g reat  idea .  A  new 
assignment arrives soon. 
Ca lm dow n someone 
nervous or irritated by 
show i ng  love .  Heed 
critics. 
Sagittarius
Tu ne up you r sou nd 
s y s tem.  Re s t  for  a n 
upcoming assignment. 
Wa l k  t h r o u g h  t h e 
plan toget her before 
advancing. You can solve 
the puzzle. Check in with 
a family member. Keep 
monitoring the debate. 
Review the manual.
Capricorn
Planning ahead can be 
especially useful. There 
may be minor resistance. 
Provide advance notice 
b e f o r e  c h a n g e s  o f 
scener y. Confer with 
family. You can solve the 
puzzle. Learn quickly. 
Children surprise you. 
Compromise is achieved.
Aquarius
G e t  t o g e t h e r  w i t h 
family. Hold onto what’s 
important, and let small 
stuff go. Avoid temptation 
to brag. Get a deal in 
writing. Set rules, and 
stick to them. Depend on 
your intuition. Receive a 
surprise.
Pisces
You r  mu se  g u ide s  a 
c reat ive  proces s .  A n 
insight comes in a dream. 
Sha re  w it h  someone 
who gets it. A change at 
the top alters the game. 
Friends help you make the 






8 p.m., $7 over 21 / $10 
under 21 
New Brookland 
Tavern, 122 State St. 
33RD ANNUAL 
SNOWMAN RUN 
11:30 a.m., $30 
students / $40 others 
Caughman Road Park, 
2800 Trotter Road, 
Hopkins 
“INSIDE LLEWYN DAVIS” 
8:30 p.m., $10 
Nickelodeon Theatre, 
1607 Main St. 
STEREOFLY FLUID TOUR 
8:30 p.m. doors / 9 p.m. 
show, $10 
Conundrum music hall, 
626 Meeting St. 
www.dailygamecock.com
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The men’s basketball team is still 
searching for its first SEC win and 
perhaps with coach Frank Martin 
being commemorated this weekend, 
the resu lt s w i l l  t urn out in the 
Gamecocks’ favor on Saturday when 
they face Ole Miss. 
A victory against one of college 
basketball’s most polarizing players 
— the Rebels’ senior guard Marshall 
Henderson — wil l be no simple 
task. Unless you’re an Ole Miss fan, 
Henderson tops the l ist of many 
college basketball fans’ most-hated 
players.
His intensit y and in-your-face 
demonstrat ions while playing are 
what the senior is known for. South 
Carolina (7-9, 0-3 SEC) will have to 
avoid buying into his shenanigans 
on Saturday evening, and to help do 
that, the team may want to rollout last 
season’s tape against the Rebels (11-5, 
2-1 SEC). 
In that dramatic 63-62 victory for 
the Gamecocks, Henderson managed 
only 11 points and was held to 3-of-11 
shooting. 
Still, South Carolina head coach 
Frank Martin knows what Henderson 
can bring on any given night. 
“As the opposing coach, he’s an 
unbelievable player,” Martin said. 
“It’s 19 points a game. If you’re a half-
second late, a half-step late, it’s a three 
in the basket.”
Henderson is not afraid to shoot, but 
he is only making around 36 percent of 
his shots for the year. Most of his shots 
come from three-point range, with 
150 of his 191 shot attempts coming 
from beyond the arc. 
“He’s an unbelievable competitor,” 
Martin said. “I don’t think anyone 
gives him the credit he deserves for 
the competitor that he is. He elevates 
the players around him because of 
his competitiveness. I’ve got a lot of 
respect for what Marshall Henderson 
does as a player.” 
If he gets going, South Carolina 
freshman guard Sindarius Thornwell 
c o u ld  b e  c a l l e d  o n  t o  m at c h 
Henderson’s scoring. Martin said in 
his Tuesday press conference that he 
has been pushing Thornwell to be 
more consistently aggressive.
Thornwell’s scoring prowess was 
on display in last Saturday’s contest 
against LSU , when he scored 25 points 
while going 9-for-13 from the field. 
But in Wednesday’s 75-67 loss against 
Texas A&M, Thornwell put up only 
fi ve points and took just seven shots. 
The Gamecocks will likely need him 
to shine if they are to outlast the 
Rebels. 
M a r t i n  a l s o  m e nt io ne d  t he 
improvement of freshman forward 
Desmond Ringer at his Tuesday press 
conference. Ringer saw extended 
playing time against Texas A&M and 
performed well, making all three of his 
shots, while also making an impact on 
the glass. He fi nished with nine points 
and seven rebounds on the night. 
“He’s learning to throw that big ol’ 
body around a little bit better,” Martin 
said. “He’s going after the ball rather 
than standing there waiting for the 
ball.”
Martin added that the coaches are 
working with Ringer on his ability to 
score over size in the post. Sometimes, 
the Gamecocks just need him to 
occupy two defenders so that one of 
Ringer’s teammates can get an easy 
offensive rebound and score, he said. 
Martin said he believes the forward 
has the skill set to become a consistent 
rebounder on both ends of the fl oor.
“He’s got the will; he’s about the 
right things,” Martin said. “He’s not 
one of those guys that will dazzle you 
with athleticism. There’s some guys 
that have great athleticism and can’t 
withstand. He’s been given a body that 
withstands contact.”
South Carolina took a major hit 
against the Aggies on Wednesday 
when it lost junior guard Tyrone 
Johnson to a broken ankle; he will 
likely miss the rest of the season. 
Mart in sa id that with Johnson’s 
absence, freshman guard Jaylen Shaw 
will see a bigger role.
Johnson was key in some of the early 
wins for the Gamecocks, but with him 
gone, the team is not making excuses. 
It still expects to line up against the 
Rebels at 4:30 p.m. on Saturday and 
come out with a victory.
“Our confidence hasn’t changed,” 
freshman guard Duane Notice said. 
“If anything, it’s gotten more hungry. 
We realize that we need to win at 
home.” 
DG
Gamecocks hope to silent Henderson, Rebels
Tyrone Johnson likely out
for season with broken ankle
Tanner Abel
SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Women look to bounce back after late loss
Jeff ery Davis /THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Henderson (center) drives to the basket in last year’s 63-62 win over South Carolina.
Just about ever y t ime the 
S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  w o m e n’s 
basketball team has been tested 
this season, they have risen to 
the occasion.
T he  No .  8  G a me c o c k s , 
who sit in second place in the 
Southeastern Conference, are 
nearly perfect this season. Head 
coach Dawn Sta ley ’s  squad 
owns wins over top conference 
opponent s  Va nderb i l t  a nd 
Kentucky — each in the top 
six in the conference standings. 
South Carol ina’s other t wo 
conference wins came against 
Arkansas and Auburn, who are 
a combined 24-9 so far this 
season. 
After fi nding themselves down 
by 19 to No. 25 Texas A&M 
at one point Thursday night, 
South Carolina clawed back to 
force overtime with the Aggies. 
Howe ver,  t he i r  c omeb ac k 
attempt was cut short by the 
Texas A&M squad who would 
hold on for a 67-65 overtime 
victory. 
T he G a mecock s’  overa l l 
success this season has not gone 
unnoticed by Staley; however, 
she is quick to keep her team in 
check.
“I th ink they ’re handl ing 
it  wel l ,”  Sta ley sa id of  t he 
Gamecocks breaking into the 
top-10 rank ings.  “You a lso 
want them to enjoy the journey, 
because four or fi ve years ago, we 
were that much further down. 
But it’s not to the point where 
we’re thinking we’re God’s gift 
to this league.”
South Carolina’s 16-2 start 
comes on the heels of back-to-
back 25-win seasons, the first 
since the Pam Parsons era in the 
late 1970s and early 1980s. 
Staley’s progress has been 
marked by a steady increase of 
wins since she took over in 2008. 
In her initial year at the helm, 
the Gamecocks won 10 games, 
followed by 14, and 18 at the end 
of the 2010-11 season.   
A l t ho u g h  t he  t e a m  h a s 
reached the 25-win benchmark 
in the past two seasons , each 
year they averaged between 61 
and 62 points per game through 
18 contests — the Gamecocks’ 
current spot in the season. This 
year, through 18 games, South 
Carolina is averaging just over 
74 points per game. 
A large part of the Gamecocks’ 
offensive success this season has 
owed to freshman center Alaina 
Coates, who is averaging 12.1 
points per game. 
The Irmo native is coming 
off the third SEC Freshman 
of the Week selection of her 
rookie season. Coates has been 
big in the paint this season, 
registering 144 total rebounds , 
g o o d  e nou g h  t o  l e ad  t he 
Gamecocks in that category. 
Her 49 of fensive rebounds, 
the second highest total on the 
team, have proven advantageous 
for South Carolina’s season-
long offensive onslaught. 
With Alabama scheduled to 
visit the Colonial Life Arena 
on Sunday, the Gamecocks 
will look to improve upon their 
stellar conference record. The 
Crimson Tide are losers of three 
out of their last f ive games, 
including an out-of-conference 
blemish against Princeton. 
The G amecock s  out rank 
A l ab a m a  i n  ne a r l y  e v e r y 
of fensive category, save for 
three-point shots made and 
at tempted.  Sout h Carol ina 
owns the edge in percentage, 
however, shooting .354 from 
beyond the arc, compared to 
Alabama’s .318. 
The difference in the game 
cou ld  b e  t he  G a meco c k s ’ 
defense, which Staley admits 
surprised her at the beginning 
of conference play. 
“It has improved,” Staley said. 
“This team [during] the first 
couple games of conference play 
really caught me by surprise, 
because they just played with 
incredible relentlessness. And 
that will take us far.” 
South Carolina suff ers
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Coates (center) has been a rebound machine for the Gamecocks, totaling 144 for the year.
